
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Each Building Block Verify 
It Addresses the Following: 
 

STEPS 1, 3 and 6: 
 

1. It is a complete sentence 
 

2. It is only one idea 
 Avoid Using: and, but, or, because, then, 

that resulted in, as a result of, when, and 
after. 

 

3. It is specific: 
a. Who 
b. What 
c. Where 
d. When 
e. How 
f. How many 
 

4. The data source is documented 
 Use initials for a person’s name (Chuck 

Norris = CN) 
 Logical Conclusion = LC 
 Observation = OBS 

 
Example Building Block

 

Procedure for Creating a Timeline 
Step 1: Identify the Loss Event 

Step 2: Identify the actors associated 
with the incident

Step 3: Develop building blocks and 
place them on the timeline. 

Step 7: Is the Sequence Complete? 

Step 8: Identify Causal Factors and 
Items of Note

Chronological Order 

Step 4: Generate Questions and 
Identify Data Sources

Step 5: Gather Data 

Step 6: Add Building Blocks to the 
Timeline 
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Building a Timeline from Witness Statements: 
 

Notes from an interview with Ron Fryer: 
 

I was driving to work Tuesday morning around 7:45 am when it started to rain. I hit a patch of water on the road  

and then I wrecked my car.  My car is a vibrant red color. Luckily, I was not hurt.  

Notes from an interview with the Police Department: 

 

 

The telephone pole and Mr. Fryer’s car were damaged in an accident that occurred at 7:52 

Data Sources 
RF = Ron Fryer 
LC = Logical conclusion 
PD = Police department 

RF 
Ron Fryer was 

driving to work. 
 

~ 7:45 am 

PD 
   Was the telephone 
pole an adequate 
distance from 
the road?   

RF 
It started to rain. 

RF 
Ron Fryer’s car 

hit a patch of 
water on the 

road. 

LC 
Ron Fryer’s car 

hydroplaned. 

LC, PD 
Ron Fryer’s car 
hit a telephone 

pole. 
~ 7:52 am 

RF, PD 
Ron Fryer’s car 

and the 
telephone pole 

he hit were 
damaged. 

~ 7:52 am

RF 
Ron was not 

injured. 

 
 

Ron Fryer 

 
Ron Fryer’s 

Car 

 
 

Weather 

 
Telephone 

pole 
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